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Summary:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ss  

Date News and source Evidence 

TII on TAPS 

7 
September  
2021 

A mobile court fined Nitish Store Tk. 1,000 under Smoking and 
Tobacco Products Control Act for advertising cigarettes at 
Baliakandi in Rajbari. 
 
Link  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A total of 48 industry interferences were reported in September. Notable among these we 
identified that, The National Board of Revenue (NBR) for being last fiscal year's top taxpayer to BATB and 
BAT Bangladesh has contributed 11 Core 10 Lac Taka to the Labor Welfare Foundation Fund under the 
Ministry of Labor and Employment.  On the other hand Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority 
(BEPZA) chairman inaugurate a cigarette company named Global Tobacco Industry at Ishwardi EPZ.  
 
With the technical assistance of the Union, WBB Trust has collected all the information about the 
interferences done by the tobacco companies. A brief report on the activities of tobacco companies has 
been prepared in recent times. 
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TII on CSR 

2 
September  
2021 

Battle of Minds Bangladesh 2021 Journey 
Wrapping up Battle of Minds Bangladesh this year with a video 
looking back on the wonderful journey of endless possibilities 
which continues with Team Bangladesh raising our flag high in 
the Global Finale. 
Link   

12 
September  
2021 

On the occasion of National Mourning Day and the 47th 
martyrdom anniversary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. A discussion meeting and prayer 
mahfil (religious gathering) was held at the initiative of bidi 
consumer of Sylhet region. The program was directed by Md. 
Zakir Hossain, General Secretary of Sylhet Region.  
Link  
Link   

13 
September  
2021 

“Bonayan” (Bonayan is a project of BATB) goes another step 
ahead by partnering with Navana Group to corroborate a 
‘Greener Dhaka’ for all. 
 
Link  

 
14 
September  
2021 

The National Board of Revenue (NBR) for being last fiscal 
year's top taxpayers. Their tax payment led to the attainment 
of the LTU's collection target of Tk 24,000 crore for the fiscal 
year. "The more investment you make and the more taxes you 
pay, the more beautiful environment the government will 
create for businesses," NBR Chairman Abu Hena Md Rahmatul 
Munim told the programme at a hotel in Dhaka. Institutions 
honoured from the manufacturing sector comprised British 
American Tobacco Bangladesh Company Limited.  
Link  

 

17 
September  
2021 

"CSR Dialogue: Dhaka " was held on September 9 earlier this 
year as part of a joint initiative by The Daily Star and CSR 
Window known as, "A Better Tomorrow: CSR Summit and 
Awards". Mubina Asaf, Head of Legal and External Affairs at 
BAT Bangladesh, highlighted that sustainability of CSR 
initiatives are of utmost importance. 
Link  
Link   
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17 
September  
2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAT Bangladesh has contributed 11 Crore 10 Lac Taka to the 
Labor Welfare Foundation Fund under the Ministry of Labor 
and Employment. 
Link  
Link  
Link  

 

TII on Tax 

5 
September 
2021 

Rajbari District Consumer Rights team raided Munsur Bidi 
warehouse along other two warehouse and seized revenue 
evaded 94,000 pieces of Munsur bidi and 3,000 pieces Raju 
bidi and Kajol bidi with fake band-roll and from at Sardar 
Junction in Pangsha. 
Link  

 
5 
September 
2021 

A mobile court conducted by Upazila Executive Officer Bulbul 
Ahmed, seized huge amount of revenue evaded bidi with fake 
band-roll and fined four traders Tk. 35,000 for selling bidi with 
fake band-roll in Netrokona's Madan Upazila.  
Link  

 
12 
September 
2021 

Counterfeit cigarettes are being sold at small and big shops in 
remote areas including Naogaon's Mahadevpur Upazila. A 
syndicate is running a rampant business of counterfeit 
products by deceiving the buyers. As a result, consumers are 
being deceived, getting fake cigarettes at the price of genuine 
products. And in addition to the financial loss of the legal 
cigarette company, the image of the brand is being ruined. The 
government is losing crores of moneys in revenue as this 
illegal market is out of control.  
Link  
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13 
September 
2021 

Bangladesh continues to remain highly dependent on cigarette 
and tobacco products for its valueadded tax (VAT) collection as 
the health hazards account for nearly one-third of the indirect 
tax generated by the domestic market. Data from the National 
Board of Revenue (NBR) showed that Tk 28,800 crore came in 
the form of value added tax and supplementary duty (SD) on 
cigarettes in fiscal 2020-21.  
Link    

15 
September 
2021 

An operation led by, Joynal Abedin, Officer-in Charge (OC), 
Tarail Police Station raided warehouse of Afiz Bidi and seized 
revenue evaded 1,10,000 pieces bidi with fake band-roll at 
Sekandar Nagar Bazar in Tarail Upazila of Kishoreganj. Md. 
Aminur Rahman, a local dealer involved in this fake bidi 
arrested.  
Link  

 
15 
September 
2021 

Fined Tk 2 lakh to an illegal Zarda (Perfume tobacco) factory in 
a residential area in Keraniganj by Upazila Nirbahi Officer and 
Executive Magistrate Officer Amit Debnath. Various raw 
materials worth about Tk10 lakh inside the factory were seized 
and closed the factory. 
Link  

 
15 
September 
2021 

An operation led by, Anamika Nazrul, Assistant Commissioner 
(Land) and Executive Magistrate raided seized revenue evaded 
3400 packets of Alam Bidi with fake band-roll at Ishwarganj 
Mymensingh. Hafizur Rahman (58) involved in this fake bidi 
arrested and he was fined Tk 85,000 by a mobile court.  
Link  

 
16 
September 
2021 

A mobile court led by Upazila Nirbahi Officer and Executive 
Magistrate Hasan Maruf raided an illegal bidi factory in West 
Dapunia of Gauripur municipal area of Mymensingh district, 
seized revenue evaded a large quantity of fake bidi and bidi 
making materials.  
Link  
Link  

 
16 
September 
2021 

An operation led by, Anamika Nazrul, Assistant Commissioner 
(Land) and Executive Magistrate raided and seized revenue 
evaded 3,400 packets of Alam Bidi with fake band-roll at 
Ishwarganj in Mymensingh. Hafizur Rahman (58) involved in 
this fake bidi arrested and he was fined Tk. 85,000.  
Link   
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16 
September 
2021 

An operation led by, Anamika Nazrul, Assistant Commissioner 
(Land) and Executive Magistrate raided Alam Bidi and seized 
revenue evaded 125,000 fake band-rolls at Ishwarganj in 
Mymensingh. Hafizur Rahman involved in this fake bidi 
arrested and he was fined Tk 200,000 and sentenced him to six 
months imprisonment.  
Link   

22 
September 
2021 

Ratan (32) a representative of Khaleq Bidi, was arrested with 
fake stamps while selling bidis in Gachihata of Katiadi Upazila 
by evading government stamps and revenue.  
Link  

 
23 
September 
2021 

Karnafuli Upazila Nirbahi Officer and Executive Magistrate 
Shahina Sultana conducted a raid on a factory named Yusuf 
Zarda (perfumed tobacco) Factory in Patia Upazila of 
Chattogram and recovered 15 cartons of fake Zarda with a fine 
of Tk 25,000 from the factory owner and burnt it immediately.  
Link  

 
23 
September 
2021 

Customs Excise and VAT Department led by revenue officials 
of Kushtia Circle-02 Bheramara seized a large quantity of bidi 
without VAT invoice in Kushtia's Bheramara. At that time, 
120,000 recycled band-rolls without VAT invoices were seized 
revenue evaded from pea bidis and fighter bidi. The seized 
goods were valued at Tk. 86,400 against which Tk. 38,880 was 
involved in revenue.  
Link  

 
23 
September 
2021 

Karnafuli Upazila Nirbahi Officer and Executive Magistrate 
Shahina Sultana conducted a raid on a factory named Yusuf 
Zarda (perfumed tobacco) Factory in Patia Upazila of 
Chattogram and recovered 15 cartons of fake Zarda with a fine 
of Tk 25,000 from the factory owner and burnt it immediately. 
Link  

 
TII on Smuggling 

1 
September 
2021  

At the Chattogram Shah Amanat International Airport, 252 
cartons of Mond, Dunhill and 303 bands of foreign cigarettes 
were seized from a passenger named Anisul Islam on a Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines flight from Dubai worth Tk. 7.56 lakh as 
the price of each carton is Tk. 3000. Airport Manager Wing  
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Commander Farhad Hossain Khan said that the passenger 
along with the foreign cigarettes was handed over to the 
concerned branch of customs. 
Link  
Link  
Link  

1 
September 
2021 

In the presence of Sylhet Magistrate Mohammad Saifur 
Rahman, 460,000 revenue evaded Indian bidi were burnt in 
the District Commissioners office premises.  
 
Link  

 
2 
September 
2021 

Intelligence unit of revenue department, customs house and 
customs detective jointly inspected goods imported by Gold 
King International and C & F agent E. H. Traders and seized 
revenue evaded powdered milk and several lakhs cigarette at 
Pangaon river port on banks of Buriganga near capital. 
Link  

 
5 
September 
2021 

Police searched house of Jasim Uddin (32) and recovered 
7,000 sticks of illegal Indian Nasir bidi at Tilapara village in 
Sylhet Airport Police Station area. 
 
Link  

 
10 
September 
2021 

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) raided in two different places 
and seized revenue evaded 8,292 packet Indian bidi at 
Gomostapur’s Bangabari in Chapainawabganj. 
 
Link  
Link  
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12 
September 
2021 

 BGB and RAB in Shibganj and Bholahat upazilas of 
Chapainawabganj, 1,570 packets of revenue evaded Indian 
bidi were seized. Chapainawabganj 59 BGB Battalion 
Commander Lt. Col. Amir Hossain Mollah said revenue evaded 
260 packets of Indian bidi were seized from a mango orchard 
in Bagabari village of Shibganj. 1,300 packets of revenue 
evaded Indian bidi were seized from a mango orchard in Tunir 
Bazar area on the Bilvatia border in Bholahat. 
Link  

 

12 
September 
2021 

The Customs Intelligence and Investigation Department has 
seized revenue evade 7 lakh sticks of foreign cigarettes at 
Pangaon customs station. According to the customs detective, 
6 lakh 54 thousand cigarettes of Easy and Dunhill brand 
illegally imported from Pangaon customs station have been 
seized.  
Link  

 

16 
September 
2021 

Bangladesh Textiles and Chemical Fiber Industry Limited, an 
importer of Cumilla EPZ, imported two containers of goods 
from China under the Bond facility, announcing textile and 
textile equipment. But after opening the container, the 
declared product was not found in the consignment, instead 
1.13 crore cigarettes arranged in layers were found; the 
market value including duty is Tk. 34 crore and the estimated 
import value is Tk. 7 crore. Of this, the amount of duty is Tk 27 
crore. The customs team of Chattogram Customs seized the 
consignment of illegal customs and illegal cigarettes.  
Link  
Link  
Link  

 

18 
September 
2021 

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has seized Indian bidi and 
yarn at Bangabari border in Gomstapur upazila of 
Chapainawabganj. Lebu Mia, deputy subedar of Bangabari 
camp, said 8,292 packets of revenue evaded Indian bidi were 
seized in the Anarpur area along the Bangabari border.  
Link  
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19 
September 
2021 

During the BGB operation at Sunamganj border, the patrol 
team of Tekerghat BOP seized 20,000 Indian Nasir bidi worth 
Tk 34,000 from a place called North Sreepur Union No. 1 under 
Tahirpur Upazila. The arrested Indian Nasir's bidi is being 
processed at the customs office in Sunamganj, said Lt Col 
Taslim Ehsan PSC, commander of Sunamganj away from 
indigestion.  
Link  

 

19 
September 
2021 

In the operation of RAB-9, Sylhet, under the leadership of 
Major Md. Moinul Islam, 420,000 pieces of Indian bidi were 
seized revenue evaded from the area under Jaintapur police 
station in Sylhet district. Md. Imran Ahmed (19) and Md. 
Maruf Ahmed (20) involved in the incident were arrested. 
Link  
Link  

 
20 
September 
2021 

In a police operation, led by Inspector of Police (Investigation) 
Ratan Debnath with Sub-Inspector (SI) Mohammad Abu Saeed 
and Sub-Inspector (SI) Ataur Rahman, a young man named 
Jahangir Alam (36) was arrested along with revenue evaded 
420,000 illegal Indian Nasir Bidi worth Tk. 840,000 at Barlekha 
in Moulvibazar. 
Link   

21 
September 
2021 

Customs authorities seized revenue evaded 656 cartons of 
foreign cigarettes worth Tk. 19 lakh from a consignment 
carrying luggage with Saif Uddin, an expatriate from 
Sunamganj, at Chattogram Airport.  
Link  

 
25 
September 
2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In an operation led by Rapid Action Battalion (RAB)-5, revenue 
evaded 26,640 banned Indian bidi was sized and one drug 
dealer named Md. Abdur Rahim (36) was arrested at Takahara 
area under Nachol police station in Chapainawabganj district.  
Link  
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TII on Misleading 

5 
September 
2021 

Vaping considered one of most effective ways to reduce 
smoking addiction and harm. Health experts from various 
middle and low-income countries expressed this opinion in a 
two-day virtual global dialogue on tackling harms of smoking 
and tobacco products. They also expressed concern about 
negative publicity regarding vaping. 
Link  
Link  

 
9 
September 
2021 

In a research paper entitled 'Balancing Consideration of the 
Risks and Benefits of ecigarette' recently published in 
American Journal of Public Health finds, vaping is much less 
risky than conventional smoking. Keeping in mind the positive 
role of vaping, policies need to be formulated to reduce 
number of conventional smokers. 
Link  
  

13 
September 
2021 

Philip Morris International sells cigarettes in the rest of the 
world except America. The most famous cigarette brand of the 
company is 'Marlboro'. Philip Morris International is in talks to 
buy Vechura, a British pharmaceutical company. Vechura 
makes medicines for patients with COPD and other respiratory 
problems. There has been a lot of protest against the cigarette 
company's move to buy Vechura. The final decision on 
Vechura's sale will be announced September 2021. 
Link  

 

27 
September 
2021 

A researcher’s team in France said, Cigarette’s nicotine can 
help protect people from Corona epidemic. They also said, 
Nicotine can play an important role in development of 
antibodies against Coronavirus. 
 
Link  

 

Others 

1 
September 
2021 

According to the newly issued rules to expedite the supply 
chain, about 64 types of export and import goods including 
various food items will be released from the port in a short 
time. Tobacco (not processed) is also on the  list of perishable 
goods under this rule. 
Link  
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8 
September 
2021 

Main index of Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) risen about 1 
percent. British American Tobacco Bangladesh Company 
Limited (BATBC), a multinational giant in tobacco sector, 
contributed lot behind this increase. The index rose 24 points 
due to the rise in the company's share price. 
Link 

 

9 
September 
2021 

Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority (BEPZA) 
chairman inaugurate a cigarette company named Global 
Tobacco Industry at Ishwardi EPZ (Export Processing Zone). 
Link  
Link 
Link   

11 
September 
2021 

Bangladesh Freedom Fighter Welfare Trust decided to sell 1.10 
acres of land which United Tobacco Company illegally owns at 
Board Bazar in Gazipur. After selling the land, they will make 
FDR with the money. 
Link  

 
20 
September 
2021 

The NBR has selected large taxpayers and businesses to meet 
its revenue collection targets. In particular, the NBR has given 
more importance to increase revenue collection from the 
cigarette sector. 
Link  

 
 

 
22 
September 
2021 

For more than two decades, tobacco cultivation on the banks 
of the Matamuhuri River has been disrupted. Tobacco 
cultivation is making the nature and environment of 
Matamuhuri fragile day by day. If this river is not protected, 
the next generation will soon have to bear the pain of danger. 
Link   

22 
September 
2021 

Many child laborers in Corona are working near lathe 
machines and iron wheels in medium factories. A large 
number of workers in bidi factories are women and children. 
They work every day with poisonous tobacco leaves in hand 
 
Link 
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27 
September 
2021 

In different areas of Dighinala Upazila, where tobacco 
cultivated on a large scale in the past now improved maize 
cultivated. Numerous farmers of the upazila interested in 
maize cultivation as the cost is less than tobacco and the profit 
is more. However, another source said that tobacco is being 
cultivated in fertile lands in different areas of Khagrachari. 
Many crop lands taken over by tobacco cultivation. Besides, 
thousands of tons of plants used as fuel for tobacco 
processing. As a result, the local environment is under threat.  
Link  

 

28 
September 
2021 

Almost all the large business enterprises in the goods and 
services sector of the country done well in the epidemic Covid-
19. According to the NBR, compared to the fiscal year 2020, 
the business of the cigarette sector has increased by about 12 
percent in the fiscal year 2021. Like cigarettes, bidi and other 
tobacco products have seen a revenue growth of more than 10 
percent. 
Link 
Link   

 
 


